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The Korean Antarctic Research Program (KARP) started in 1988 with the inauguration of King Sejong Station (KSJ), King George Island, Antarctica. For
the past 35 years of KSJ station operation, Korea Polar Research Institute (KOPRI), has been conducting and maintaining active collaboration and
cooperation in the field of inter-continental flights for the transportation of cargo or personnel between Antarctic gateway city (Punta Arenas) and
King George Island (KGI) with MNAPs such as Brazil, Chile and Uruguay.

In the first phase during 1988-2003, KOPRI was not capable of operating inter-continental flights for KSJ, most of inter-continental transportation
operations were covered by air force flights (C-130) of Brazil, Chile, and Uruguay including logistics support of Navy vessels.

In the second phase during 2004 to the present, KOPRI started its own inter-continental flights by Chilean charter aircraft (DAP) once or twice during
one single Antarctic season. By its operation, KOPRI was capable of having its stable transportation way and of extending its inter-continental flights
collaboration with other countries in King George Island. Based on this, the number of visitors to KSJ has increased significantly, and active research
activities such as joint research and international cooperation with other national programs have been expanded.

Currently, Korea has secured stable inter-continental flight operations by operating five to six times during every Antarctic season. In addition, these
inter-continental flights seats are shared with other MNAPs, for strengthening the foundation for international cooperation, for establishing a
framework for joint utilization, for cooperation of infrastructure resources on KGI. Recently KOPRI participates in Barter Points System with Chile,
Spain, Poland, Korea and Turkiye for the collaboration in the field of logistics and operation including air network.

Furthermore, Korea is going to explore new opportunities to initiate new collaboration with other MNAPs. The KARP is going to share its own
experience and lessons learned from the air network cooperation and collaboration from the past 35 years and its legacy.
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